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CAP f. ] OHN GOD PREx. 


STR, 


OTWITHSTANDING In- 
cenſe to unworthy Objects is every 
where juſtly diſcountenanced, by Senſe, Law, 
and Relig? on, yet in what Age has Panegy- . 


rick been more, proſtituted than in ours? or 
when more Altars ſmoaking, though ſo few 


Themes deſerving of Encomium ? 
Whilſt the moſt valuable and maſterly 


Performances are ſometimes conſecrated to 
meer Triflers of Rank ( and I wiſh like the 


ſole Crime) ſhall I for once venture to be fo 
quite out of that important Thing call'd 
Faſhion (and Modes, the thief e of theſe 


Pages 


A 2. 


Emperor Domitian, catching Flies was their — Fol 
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Pages,) as to dedicate this Trifle of Mr. 8 4 
and mine to one of your true Taſte ? 

The beſt Apology for this Liberty (now 1 it 
is taken) is to aſſure yo that you ſhall not 
here be troubled with fulſome Compliments 
common to Dedications; and it may not 
perhaps inconſiderably contribute to atone 
for this Boldneſi, if I remind you, that this 


Diſpute wholly owes its Birth to your good 
Humour of ſetting B. and me upon this 


Tryal of Skill; for otherwiſe I muſt own 


a Champion of leſs Renown than you might 
ſerve to decide the Cui Dabo in this impor- 
fant Scuffle, and to decree the Honour of a 

Triumph to the mighty Vifthr, © 
Now, though you know its Riſe and Pf. 
gest, yet how far it may extend (ſince 19 
Beings, it ſeems, have een Time alone 

muſt declare, 

But it may not be improper to inform the 
Publick, that this Debate commenced at the 
in Zolbourn; was next accidentally 


coninu d at ——— near Covent- Garden, 


then 


-—"— Nv vv _-> 5&5. 


AW . 


DEpica TION. 8 4 


then B's Part of it (ſince T; rifles muſt be di- 
vided ) was by himſelf dreſs d up in a Sheet 
of Paper and in that Trim made its Way to 


you, how you entertain'd it I ſhall not pre- 
ſume to ſay, though I fancy juſt as it deſer- 


ved; for it came to my Hands from you, I 
believe, in ſtatu quo, deſtitute of all Sub. 
ſiance, a meer 10 Being; but odiſh enough. 


Now as ſterling Worth may even with , 


cood Grace ſometimes condeſcend benignly 
to ſmile on a low Performance, Jam in hopes 
you'll throw a. favourable Glance on this 


Trifle of ours, that it may thereby be en- 


courag d, conſcious of your generous Protec- 
tion, to make its Appearance in the World, 
and look with a tolerable Mein (if no Beings 
are capable of ſuch) and in Recompenſe of your 
neceſſary Patronage, I muſt ſay you can never 
meet with a fairer Opportunity of exerciſing 
your Patience and good Nature; (for I dare 


not offer to your Judgment and Cenſure ſuch 
a Piece as this, though I ſhall freely acquzeſce 
. e . 


q — 5 - + 
— —— — eD 5 fe 
—— 


VI. Devicari ox. 


in your candid Decifm) and of prod ing 
many Vi rtues at once. But 1 forget Iam 


here putting you upon the eaſieſt Task in 
the World, your own Track, the comme 


Road, the good old Way, you are now 
never likely to forſake, Some perhaps may, 


at preſent, imagine I am going to deſire you 
to ſit for your Piclure. Were that to be draw: 
1 confeſs L have no Talent that way, and have 
2 Hand too wnskilful to delineate any of Jour 
Features. Not but that, in ſpite of your ſe- 
vere and forbidding Modefly and my Want of 


Skill in the maſterly Strokes of the delicate 


and difficult Art of drawing Characters, were 


you confin'd to any one Set of Perfections, 


(and till then I ſhall not, at leaſt in Form at- 


tempt any Thing in your Praiſe )I could name 


not a few Inſtances of Capt. Godfrey's good 
Senſe, Candour, Courage, Honour, — ity 


and good Nature. 
Or were you even content to be the Delight 


and Ornament of your Acquaintance, and (in 
e with Virtue and Truth) their Plea- 


' fant 
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fant. Guide to ſocial Felicity, one could then ] 
venture to be ſomewhat particular, FI 8 
But to addreſs (with any Shew of doing 
Juſtice) one of your Stamp, the ableſt Pen 
would be at a Stand; for who is capable of 
writing the Hiſtory of Worth (and in every 11 
| thing of this Nature, Envy itſelf cannot deny 1 
| you 1 — Share) or keep Pace with Perſons 1 
ever purſuing and Pr actiſing ſomething Praiſe- 
worthy ? } 
1 remember, could weep and think 1 
that Day loſt wherein he had done no Good; . 45 | 
(and * tis pity every one defign'd for Heaven „„ "tl — 
ſhould not be of his Mind) few ſucb Days x Will. 
any, I dare ſay are to be found in the Calin wil 
dar of your Time. 5 0 | + 
The Emperour, every one knows, un- wy. 
doubtedly, had more in his Power than you; 1 
but had he more Good in hisil? Neminem * | 
un quam triſtem dimiſit, was ſaid of him as a ä li 
common Proverb; and if the Voice of the 1 
people ſtands for any thing (and great Ra | 
verence is ſurely due to the Publick) the (ay h | | 
| e fits e 
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VIII. DrDISAT I ox. 


fits you fo well that this ſeems voted Yor fu⸗ 
ture Motto, and I need not inform the moſt Te. 
norant of what the Latin means; your Actions, 
though undeſignedly, OW” its _ moſk 
elegant Interpreters. 

But to return to my Friend B. 1 he 
may be inform'd of this Piece of News, that 


| Thave ſeiz'd on all his Modes, notwithſtand- 
ing their pleading Non Exiſtence (for I have 
always dreaded your 10 Beings above al! 
Things) and bound them over to their good 
Behaviour for the time to come, nay Ive 
even gone ſo far as to cloſe confine them 
(according to philoſophical Law) in my 
own and the Publick's Defence, to the per- 
petual Service of their reſpective Sub/tances, 
whether Viſible or Inviſible. Now I can't 
foreſee what new Plea B. can make to entice 
them from their natural Duty. 
Surely he won't pretend to remove any | 
Angle Mode at his Pleaſure, (whilſt he confide:? 
it as a % Being) by a Habeas Corpus; the 
Laws and Proceedings of every Subſtantiz! 
Court 


1 


1 DE DICATION | IX. 


Court, as well as the Intereſt of the very Mo- 
des themſelves being quite againſt him. 

I wait however with Patience the ultimate 
Reſult of B. his Confederate no Beings, and 
their Allies, and with Pleaſure and Reſpect 
take this Opportunity to own myſelf, 


SIR, 


your obliged, obedient 


humble Servant. 


FFC Av Ray 


— 
— . 
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OCDDODEDDDEDODEDDURSDOUSDOUDS YES 


WELL IRPERPLRS 
IN 
OCDSSCSOZEDSSEDEOESECEBS EDGE OCDS 
PHILOSOPHICAL ” j 
DEBATE, . 1 
PON Sight of Mr. Bs to you, I . 4 i 
ſat down at Mr. #/—-s, and there drevr '{ || 
up the following Anſwer to it. 8 
If you meet with any Thing in it, that : 1 $1 
may contribute to amu/e you, and prove ſer- mt. 
viceable to B. J have gain'd my End. Asl | i 
have all due Regard for his Perſon, tho' none "1 
for his Principles { becauſe I think they de- 4 
ſerve none) if any Thing herein may RS 1 1 
carry the leaſt Sing in it, I denre it may be ta- 1 
ken, as pointed /o/ely at his Principles; his good way. 
only being aim'd at by expoſing them, not _ vw. 
any Victory over him; for I had much rather bl if 
win his Perſon to embrace the Truth , than RG 


conquer it. For I have ever look'd upon it asa 

greater Glory and Satigſactiun gently to per- 

ſuade, than to ſubdue by Dint of Argument. 
B 2 But 


C. 
But it being too often the Cafe, in Controver- 
Jy to omit what is material in an Adverſary, 
you'll perhaps judge me over-cautious in this 
Reſpect; for you have here B—'s entire Diſ- 
courſe, together with my Anfiver to it, tho 
this may be ſome Apology for the Prolixity 
of this Letter. 
A capital B, or L, at the fy omg of 

a Line diſtinguiſhes our reſpective Parts, B. 
denotes his; L. mane. 

What paſs' d between &s, in a philefophical 
Way, before this in Conference and Writing, 
is here ſuppos'd and ſometimes refer'd to. 


34 J . v. ane 5 


met in Company with L Monday Eve- 
ning laſt, when he e or rather . d 
his former Aſſertion, vis. that Extenſion 
is the Hence of Matter, which poſſibly you, 


as well as ſome others, may remember; be 


that as it will, the following Syllogiſm 15 
what he then gave me under his Hand, which 
is directly of the fame Stamp. 
L. Tis bard to conceive how a Gentle- 
man, who affirms Modes to be ng Beings, 


COU d meet me modiſically; but be that as it 


Will, his Principles once known, none of his 


Fxprefſions ought to ſurpriſe, tho' who 
cou 1d have 1 1Magit d him unable to diſtinguiſh. 


between 


6 
between contingently, which alone can be 
meant, by the word, accidentally here, and 
what he, in the modern Diale# perhaps of 
the Material; 's, calls modiſically, tho' in his 
way of thinking, without a Poſſibility of 
having any Idea annex'd unto it. At leaſt 
modijically, if it any where ſtands for Senſe, 
can never mean, accidentally, till B. pr oduces 
his Power to make any Number of Letters 
oy: what he pleaſes, and reconciles This 
with his diſcarding all Beings, except the chy- 
mærical ones of his more than omnipotent 
Creation. 
If he has no Patent farthls and that it wont 


- paſs current with the Publick, he muſt cen 


treaſure it up with the reſt of his invaluable 
Stock of uo Beings, till there be a greater Call 
for ſuch rare Commodities; till then ſuch a 
Perſon is rather to be pitied than envy'd in 
the imaginary rich Poſſeſion of all his n 
Entities, by thoſe, who upon a ſolid Foun- 
dation enjoy the ſubſtantial Knowledge of 
Real Beings. |. 
Without Reſerve then I apteal, ( tho' B. 
does it with the Caveat of, be that as it vill) 
to you and the Company preſent at our De- 
bates, whether at either Time I aftirm'd Eæ- 
tenſion to be the Efence of Matter, nay even 
B. himſelf owns the quite contrary under his 


Hand (as may be caſily ſcen) in the fuſt Pa- 
Per 
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per penn'd by him and me, and lodg'd by 


our mutual Conſent in the Hands of Mr. G. 
Lou may remember Sir, that arguing a- 
gainſt B's. Argumento ad bominem, trying 
to bring him to define the Eſſence of 
Matter, (for who more than theſe Gentlemen 
fly from definitions, tho' they pretend to no- 
thing leſs than Demonſtration ?) I ſaid Exten- 
ion, its Adjundis and Conſeguents, might, 
for aught he or any of the Fraternity of pre- 
tended Free-Thinkers knew, be the very 
Eſſence of Matter; and believe I ſhall never 
ſee any Juſt Cauſe either to retract or deny 
what I then did, and now do affirm; how- 


ever I have never yet done either, whatever 


Aſſertions or appeals B. makes to the Con- 
trary. I gave him the Syllogiſm he 


mentions, and allow it, as he expreſſes it, 


to be of the ſame Stamp with my former 
Aſſertion, it being the very Argument then 


made uſe of, wherein he pretends I affirm'd 
Extenſion to be the Eſſence of Matter; 


but tlie Syllogiſm itſelf fully refutes his 
Charge, no ſuch thing therein being diſco- 
verable at leaſt by any Being, the Task being 
wholly referv'd for this mighty Man of Modes. 

The Syllogiſm, however it ſeems is falſe; if 
ſo, why don't B. point ont ſome at leaſt of its 
| Defects, whether they relate to its Matter or 
its Form, or to both; till then 1 think J have 


+ 


60 


a Right to beleive it true, and every way con- 
formable to the Rules of Logick, becauſe 1 
am certain it bears the Teſt of the grand 
Criterion of all Syllogiſms, which not one of 
his modiſb ones is able to do; witneſs his fit, 
thus wrote by himſelf, in the above mention'd 
3. »* 1 0 
A Mode is an Accident of ſome Subject or 
Being, but not the Being. 
Nothing but a Being has Exiſtence, 
Therefore a Mode is no Being. 
The Matter and Form of this his (pre- 
tended) Syllogiſm are both defective. 1 
The Matter will appear ſo by diſtinguiſhing {| 
his firſt Propoſition, . | | 
A Mode is an Accident of ſome Subject or Will; 
Being, but not the Being; - 
I diſtinguiſh, but not the Being of which 
it is a Mode; I grant, but not a Being, which 1 
is the the point B. was to prove, tho' he is e 
wide of the Mark; I deny, for a Made is a 
real Being, tho' not the Being, of which it 
is a Mode, 5 5 
His ſecond Propoſition, to wit, nothing but 
@ Being has Exiftence, is fallacious and not 
to the Purpoſe in hand; fallacious, becauſe it 
aims at proving a Mode to have no Exiſtence, 
and Exiſtence tobe eſſential to Beings, neither 
of which is true; not the firſt, becauſe Modes 
neceſſarily exiſt, wherever tl ere are Subjects, 


nor 
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ſential to any Being, but to the independent 
Being, the all powerfull Creator of all arbis- 


becauſe it no way proves the Point, for from 


or Being, and not the Being of which it is a 
Mode, and from nothing but a Being's having 


110 Being, whatever is poſſible and intelligible, 


Wherefore the loft Proprſetion, to wit, 
that a Mode is no Being, is evidently falſe, a 


Rule of true Reaſoning it is oppoſite to; at 
preſent let us only ſee whether it ſtands the 


Concluſion to be contain'd in the other. 


prove his Concluſion to be contain'd in the 


bim name which, and ſhow it does fo; for 


6 


nor the ſecond, becauſe Exiſtence is not eſ- 


trary and contingent Beings: to no purpoſe, 


x Mode's being an Accident of ſome Subject 


Exiſtence, how does it follow that a Mode is 


tho'- not actually exiſting, having the true 
Nature of a Being as well as what actually 
„ bugs om Ramble « wing 


Mode being intelligible, poſſible, and exiſt- 
ING. J . 

As to the Form of this pretended Syllo- 
gn, it would be tedious to enamerate every 


Teſt of the grand Criterion of true and falſe 
S$y/logiſms, which you know to be this, 
One of the Premiſſes ought\ to prove Ihe 


Now does either of B——'s Premiſis 


other? 35 . 
If he fays, one of his Premiſſes does; let 


without 


17 
without performing this, or proving the 
Rule itſe falſe there's no perſuading any one, 
who has the leaſt Notion of Log:ck, that 
what B calls Syliogiſins are ſuch; all his being 
wnluckily of the very ſame Sramp with This. 
After all, whenever he has done either, III 
warrant him the Deſtruction of all fubſtan- : 
tial, and the Introduction of a modiſb Lo- 
gick to his Mind, and fr or alſo to him, 


thro all Ages and Claſſes of Men, the glo- 
rious Title, ( due to the great Sir Is AA c 
NtzwrToN) of the Prince of Philoſophers; 
but if he can do neither, and Modeſty be 
one of his Modes (and 1 ſhould be glad he 
cou d, for a while at leaft, allow this becoming 
 Firtue a Rank in the Category of Beings) 
it would ſoon oblige hin, in Juſtice to bimjelf 
and Company, for the future to forſwear all 
Pretenſion to Syllogiſm, till he has learn 4 to 
form one. 
B. and is as follows. 
urg Mode of Matter is Act; 
=» Thought is unextended; 
re Thought is no Mode of Matter. 
The Major of this Syllogifm J object to for 
the following Reaſon. 
L. I grant that to be my Syllogi in, but 
then (according to the juſt Rules © Reaſo- 
ning) ought not every Major, or Minor, 
e be allow 4, "ye d, or diftinguiſi/d, not. 
objected. 


48) 
objected to after this Gentleman's manner? 
Let us however hear what be offers, by 
way of Reaſon for his fo doing, tho x 
much more Reaſon, juſt after, as you ſee, he 
calls it a Suppoſirion, and ſo it is indeed, and 
a very groundl:/s one too. 
B. Let us ſuppoſe any material ) ' OR 
exiſting vin Sphere 
L. Why the Word ( material ) here 
. within a Parentheſis, ſince, according to him, 
every Being is material? Why again (materia!) 
thus diſt inguiſh'd, when a Sphere is ſuppoſed 
to be the Being? for whoever thought of an 
rminaterial Sphere? But his Reaſoning upon 
this Suppoſition is ſome what curious. 
B. it will then be extended, and exiſt un- 
der that particular Mode. : 
I. So it will till it ceaſes to be Matter or 
a Sphere; but then what does B mean by the 
Word it? An FE/jence or Subſtance, or Mode? 
Either it muſt be ; yet neither can mean any 
thing in brs ay. 
Not the fi, becauſe of the/e, he owns he 
| has no Idea. 
Nor the latter, becauſe, according to Hi, 
no Being. | 
Hence I'll venture to affirm, be can have 
no Idea at all, unleſs he can create a new 
World of Objeas : ; and here, notwithſtanding 
his great Authority, much doubt his Power. 
£ ſence. 


(9) 
Eſſences and Subſtances, it ſeems, being un- 
ee for want of Ideas, 

And Modes too, becauſe no Beings ; unin- 
telligible therefore for want of Properties. 

Na is it not pleaſant to hear a Gentleman 
of theſe Principles (and theſe you know to be 
truly B—'s) harangue upon an it, of which 
he has no Idea (to him therefore utterly un- 
intelligible ) exiſting under a particular Mode; 
that is, having a Being, without a Being, un- 
der a particular Mode, i. e. under a particular 
Nething, and forſooth, after all, even exten. 
ded. 

But why all this? Underſtand it who 
can? And He, that can, may at the ſame 
Time with all Eaſe conceive every kind of 
Abſurdity and Comtradifdion, and we know 
ſuch are by wholeſale frequently ſwallow'd 
down by the niceſt Free-tbinters, notwith- 
ſtanding their noiſy Claim to calm Reaſon, 
and ſtrict Demonſtration; but, I doubt, they 
are too hard for all rational Beings, and even 
for all Modes, ſtript off, or gifted with Being 
at B- good Pleaſure, 

B. Now if the Mode be extended and the 
Being be extended there will be two cxben—- 
deds. 

L. In B--s W ay there can neither be one 
or two extended,; becauſe neither Rei ng, 
, nor Mede, as has been demonſirated. 
PILL | &-2 9 Put 


op 


(10) 

But in the rational Way, where is the Con- 
tradiction I in admitting two, or any number 
of extendeds, ſince Matter, or any of its 
Modes, can't exiſt without Extenſion, and 
that Extenſion is in both infinitely various? 

If B. can, he wou'd do well to prove any 
Mode of Matter unextended. 

A Sphere, or any Portion of Matter, any 
thing beſides Era, its Alan. and 
Con ſequents. 

B. If there are two Extendeds, as muſt 
needs be if the Above, beſides the Being, be 
extended. 

L. There are not only two, but number- 
leſs extendeds, every thing in Matter, whe- 
ther Mode or Subſtance, being diviſible in 
infinitum, and therefore extended, the above 
Sphere then will for ever be extended and its 
Mode likewiſe be extended, till B proves either 

indiviſible. __ 

B. Then let the Being exiſt under any other 
Mode. 
I. Tho Matter and every Part of Matter, 

( were it as minute even as any of Epicuruss 

Atoms) with all their Medes, effentially exiſt 

extended, and each Mode (to correſpond to 
that, without which Matter itſelf can't exiſt) 

muſt neceflarily be extended; yet no one de- 
termin'd Quantity of Extenſion, being eſ- 
ſential to any Portion of Matter, confider'd 


preciſe] y 


(31) 


proſcl as ſuch, any Mode of Matter is 


eaſily apprehended to ſucceed another without 
deſtroying its Subject or Extenſion, every par- 
ticular Quantity of Extenſion being ſeparable 
and alterable in inſinitum, wherefore tho' a 
Portion of Matter exiſting in a Spherical 
Form, can't exiſt as a Sphere, if the Form 
conſtitutive- of that Figure be chang'd, yet 


the Matter it felf exiſts after the Change 
of its particular external Figure or Mode, 


and muſt neceſſarily exiſt under another Mode, 


if the Spherical Figure be alter'd as ſuppoſed. 


B. I aſk then what is become of the for- 
mer Mode. 333 

L. Tis ſtill intelligibly extended, and 
actually applicable to any Portion of Matter; 
2 Being therefore yet, whether it has actual 


Exiſtence or not; but as B--'s Talent ſeems 


chiefly to lye in no Beings, I ſhould be proud 
of a Lans of his reaſoning, upon the former 
Modes Non-exiſtence, and dwindling into 
r Soy; - 
3B. For if the faid Ade was extended, in- 
dependently of the Subject, it wou'd ſtill be 
an.. 11151 
IL. The very Definition of a Mode forbids 
its vatural Independency of its Subject; 
wherefore tis contrary to its nature, and every 


Way unphiloſophical to talk of its independent 


Extenſion, yet not more ſo than it is to 
ſpeak of a Subject's being extended, indepen- 
e dent 


— PO —_— — 
— 2 * . . 
g * 


1 

dent of its Modes, theit reciprocal Dependen- 
cy notwithſtanding neither deſtroy the Diſ- 
tinction between Matter, or any other Sub- 
ject, and their reſpective Modes, nor any of 
either of their ſeparate Properties. 

Each particular Spbere then, as well as 
its Spherical Mode, is (tho mutually depen- 
ding on each other) for ever inconceivable, 

and therefore impoſſible, without the ver 
ſame Erfenſon, both Sphere and Mode had 
at firſt. 

B. Taffirm, in the latter Caſe, that the for- 
mer Mode will ceaſe to exiſt, and 2 
ly is no Being. 

L. And 1 aftirm that if, in any Caje, the 
former Mode will ceaſe to exiſt, it muſt have 
Exiſterice, and is therefore a Being, accor- | 
ding to the ſecond Propoſition of B—'s firſt 

retended Syllegiſin, which is this, Nothing 
| * a Being has ene but of this more 

by and by. 

Here you ſee B—s latter Caſe fo 
Sphere exiſts under any other Mode, the for- 
mer Mode will ceaſe to exiſt; but this Caſc 
is impoſible ; for how can a Sphere exiſtunder 
any other Mode? the Matter indeed of a 
Sphere may, but not that quantity of Fx/en- 
fron, which determines any Portion of Mat- 
ter to be a Sphere. 

Ter were he” Cafe poſe, his Point 

6 thereby 


126) 

thereby would not be a whit the better prov'd; 
for it will never follow that a Mode is there- 
fore no Being becauſe it will ceaſe to exiſt, Fx- 
iſtence not being of the E/5ence of any Being 
but of the Supreme, but merely contingent 
and not neceſſary with relation to all other 
Beings; Poſſibility not Actuality, being ſuffi- 
cient to conſtitute any Being as ſuch, ex- 


cept the /elf Exiſtent, tho' Modes as well as 


Subſtances enjoy both, and are therefore in 


_ Senſe Beings. 


But as B. ſeems right or wrong to aim at 
carrying his Point, to wit, that a Mode is 


no Being, becauſe it will ceate to exiſt, and 
that this appears to be the Sum and Sulſtance 


of all he has to ſay, in Defence of what he 
ſo confidently affirms, tho' even from his 


very Proof the Reverſe is evident, I ſhall here 
ſomewhat enlarge upon this Matter. 

Firſt, if from its being poſſible for Modes 
to ceaſe to exiſt, we could juſtly infer Modes 
to be zo Berngs, we may likewiſe conclude 
that becauſe, by Almighty Power, all Beings 
excluſive of the Deity, SubPtances as well as 
Modes, may ceaſe to exiſt, there then can be 
no Being at all, except Ged 

But it B. ſay s that God, even God, can't 
anihilate any 85 that exiſts, but that what- 
ever is once in Actuality muſt for ever have 


Mode 


pn * 
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Exiſtence and remain ſo, it will follow, that no 


(14) 
Mode can ever ceaſe to exiſt by Omnipotency 
it ſelf, much leſs, by the Succeſſion of another 
Mode, ſince the eg ng to exiſt neceſſarily pre- 
ſuppoſes Exiſtence, and conſequently a Being. 

On the other hand, if B grants that 
God has it in his Power to cauſe all nigh 
but himſelf to ceaſe to exiſt, and that 
from hence it does not follow that other 
Beings are no real Beings, pray how can it 
be proy'd from the Poſſibility of a Mode's cea- 

ſing to exiſt, that a Mode is no Being? 
Por let B turn to which Side he bestes a 
Mode either muſt be a very Being, or there's 
no Being at all, but the Supreme, and a Mode 
even muſt be a Being, whether it can or can- 
not ceaſe to exiſt, * equally preſuppoſing 
Exiſtence. FOR. 

Secondly, is it not evident, that if, as B tells 
us, nothing but a Being has Exiſtence, that 
nothing but a Bering can ceaſe to have Ex- 
ihence? Now he affirms a Mode will ceaſe to 
exiſt, muſt it not then have Exiſtence, and 
conſequently be a Being? for how can a H- 
Being ceaſe to have a Berng, ceafing to have 
Being entry preſuppoling a Being? 
ow in Form. 

A Made will ceaſe to exit; 

Therefore a Mode has Exiſtence; 

For Nothing ſure will ceaſe to exiſt that 

has not Exiſtence, 
The 


( 150 


Me former. Mode, according 2 B, will 


ce to exiſt. 

go, the former Mode has Exiſtence 
Now, Nothing has Exiſtence but a Being ; 
_ The former Mode has Exiſtence; 

Ergo, the former Mode is a Being. 
Or thus, "eng will ceaſe to exiſt but a 

Being; 

Mode, ex Conceſfr, 1070 ceaſe 70 pars 
Ergo, ex concedendis, a Mode is a Being. 
Or again, whatever exiſts i is a Being; 

A Mode exiſts, (becauſe it may ceaſe to *I; 

Ergo; a Mode is a Being. 

To conclude this Head, as Exiſtence is net 
eſſential 7 any Subſtance but to the Ind Hen - 
dent, tho' it'is effential to every Subſtance 


that exiſts, to exiſt with Modes, the Exittence 


of Subſtances being inſeparable from that of 


Modes; it is evident that it nothing but 


Being can have Exiſtence, Modes muſt be 
truly ſuch, they coexiſling with and being 
eſſentially found, wherever there are Subſton- 
es; 

B. From whence it follows, that no Mad: 
but the Being, of which it may be pe 
ted, is that which is extended. 
L. Here B. allows, contrary to his Princi- 
: ples, that a Mode may be predicated; now 


if it may, muſt it not be a Being, unleſs 
e can have Propetties?. Thus, Sir, vou 


=: ſee, 
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(6) 
ſee, he once more overturns all he has been 
hitherto contending __ 

But what is this Being, of which the Med: 
may be predicated? / 

B. Tis that which is extended. 

L. It B ſpeaks here conſiſtently with 
himſelf, this can't be a Subſtance or Eſſence, 
for of theſe he has inform'd us he has no 

Lata, therefore they may be Nothings for any 
| thing he knows; it muſt then be a Mode and 
that, even according to him, is ſtill 20 Being. 

Wherefore his Argument will run thus. 
From whence it follows that no no Being, but 
the no Being, of which the no Being may be 
predicated, is the no Being which is extended. 

Whatever, Sir, you may think of this 
ſurpriſing Diſcovery 1 in the way of Reaſoning, 
little better, than ſuch jargon as this, can be 
expected from your greateſt Pretenders to 
the modrſh Free-thinking that now reigns; 
for is this, ot any thing like it, (according to 

Senſe, Reafon, or the Rules of Sy/lagiſin, and 

Laws of Demonſtration) ever reducible to 
Mood and Figure, or any other juſt Standard 
of ſound, and ſolid Judgement. Tis how- 

ever but a candid Specimen of B—'s learn'd 
Arguments, according to his avow d Princi- 
. 

B. the Minor of this olle 1 1s ſopbikti 

cal, defective and lame. 5 


L. 


(17) 
I. Bad enough if fo, the Minor is this; 
5D Thought is unextended. 

But wherein it deſerves the Epithets B here 
beſtows upon it, he ought to have ſhewn ; 
for had it been ſophiſtical, defective and lame, 
his Reaſon no way ſhews it to be either, all 
the Sophi/iry in the World not being able to 
hinder what he is going to offer as a Proof of 
his Aſertion, (it is fo very defective and lame) 
from viſibly halting at its firſt Appearance. 
B. For it ſhould be, Thought is an unex- 
tended Mode, for if it be no Mode, to be ſure 
it can't be ſo of Matter, or any thing elſe. 

Ii. But why ſhould the Minor be, Thought 
is an r . Mode? Was J to prove it 
a Mode at all? Was not the very Point then 
to be made out againſt B this, that Thought 
was no Mode of Matter? It is evident it was, 


and that only, as may be ſeen at Mr. G—'s 


under both our Hands. The contrary being 
the very thing then aſſerted by B, and the 
darling Hypothefis of modern Materialiſts. 
tho the Nature of Thought too could 
have been ſufficiently accounted for, were it 
then brought upon the Tapis; but at that 
Time it was only requiſite to clear up, as I 
did, the Point, then in Queſtion. 
B. Beſides, as it is not ſelf-evident, that 
it is unextended, by a bare 1/6 dixit, it re- 
quires Proof thercof. e . 


(8) 
L. I never gave an ie dixit for an An- 
fer to any Ditficulty, much leſs for a Stamp 
of ſelf. evidence, tho I receive very little 
more than iþ/e dixits from B, by way of Proof 
of his Aſſertions, and Pretence to $Sy/logijin, 
as well as for his charging my Arguments 
with Defects, for he has not yet fingled out 
one and made good his Charge, had he ne- 
vertheleſs demanded any farther. Prooff of 
My Minor, and Scholar like; either deny'd, 
br diftinguiſh'd it, b 1 bon Mould have 
ee it thus: a 
Eser v indivifi Se 1 ebend, 
Thought is indiviſble, 
Therefore Thought fs an 
This Sylhigiſin muſt for ever flaſh dene 
to the unpreudic'd Underſtanding, and 
thereby command the Aſſent, till Bor ſome 
other Materialiſt, is able to produce (at leaſt 
by fair reaſoning) a Perce of an Idea, or 
about haif an Ounce, or even a /e/ſs Quantity 
of Speculation ; or if they had rather (for 1 
am willing to indulge them as much as poli- 
ble) a Tar 5 or two of Thought, nay even a 
ſingle Inch barely to make a Blind to keep of 
its Light, and thereby e engage us to recall c 
Aſient. | 
But rhis requires en Sade than ever 
Prometherrs or Mercury had, and demands 
Bore e than the fam'd Skill of Deucalion and 
ebe 


619) 
Pyrrha; wherefore I am opinion that we 
muſt, forReaſons not hard to gueſs at, reſt con- 
tented with Thought's being no Made of Mul- 
ter, becauſe unextended and mmdivilible. 
B. But to have done with viſionary Beings, 
L. Well done it poſſible, and this would 
be; doing ſomething indeed, for if B can 


have dove with Be ug, before he has begun 


with them (and this he muſt do to have done 


with v:fonary Beings) he's in a fair way of 


proving that a Mole will ceaſe to exiſt, tho' 
it has no Exiſtence; but alas! how is this poſli- 


ble, ſince vrſionary Beings, as well as Modes, 


are Realities, and with duch be can have no 
Dealing for want of Ideas; therefore can't 
have done with them, having never, as far 


as appcars, begun with any real Beings at all, 
and "viſionary ones are ſuch. B then ſhould 


rather have ſaid to have done with meer ima- 


ginary Beings, Imagination being the ſole, 


Parent of all "the Beings he ſeems philoſophi- 
cally acquainted with, but then it is a frequent 
and fruitful Soudoe of matchleſs F wy and 
Error. 

Examples, every where too too numerous, 
ase no room to doubt of this melancholly 
Truth; even B—'s own groundleſs Chymera's 
(for What elſe can be the Reſult of his 7// ay of 
thinking?) are a glaring Inſtance of it, as well 
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as of the Weakne's of human Nature, and 
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Principle and Rule of Science, he'll under- 


( 20) 
of the Exactneſs of T; ully's Remark, where 
this great Man tells us 3 nothing i 15 jo ab- 


urd but what ſome Philoſopher or "other has 


rm d; not that I, in the leaſt, in that 
Senſe, ſuppoſe B can be meant . 
I can't however ſee how tis poſſible for 
bim evedto get rid of imaginary Bezngs, till 
he has, according to the Poet, Courage enough 
at once to ſhake them off and wholly diveſt 
himſelf of them. 
Optimus alle Ani mus, leckmin Pectus, 
Vincula qui rupit, dedoluitque femel. 
and in their Room, ſubſtitutes folid Prin- 


_ Ciples ;; for who can launch into the intellec- 


tual World without Ideas? And who can 
have Ideas without e poſſible or exiſt. 
ing? 

Now all theſe by Bu $ Principles land rea- 


ſon ing are utterly diſcarded from the human 
| Mind. 125 


A bold stroke inderdf after which; pray 
whar s left for this Gentleman to have Ideas 


of? Why juſt nothing; where then is he 


likely to fix on ſurefooting? 
Wherefore if his Jadgments and Roiſin 


are conformable and conſequential to his Te, 
(if he has any of theſe, and this they ought 4 
to be, unleſs, oppoſite to the Senſe and 


Reaſon of all Mankind, as well as to every 


take 
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6 
take to judge and reaſon by his ſole Authority 
without Ideas), we then may always expect 
to be furniſh'd by him with every defir'd Va- 
riety of fine Demonſtrations, upon all ſorts 
of imaginary no Beings. For in ſomething 
not unlike this he has already diſplay'd to us 1% 
his great Abilities; and how can it be other- j 
wiſe, it being no caſy Taſk for a free-Thinker, Fla 
with all the Command he has of himſelf, to 5 0 
que ſhake off all his old, ſupple, complai- \ 


ant, modiſþ Acquaintance, were they even 


| i 
as meagre as Ghoſts, unextended and without | | 
Paris, as B repreſents a mathematical Point, Lo | 


to ſtrike in of a ſudden with a new ſet of real, 
ſturdy; and unpliable Creatures call'd Sub- 
| ſtances, who never yet gave ground, no notthe 
Breadth of a fingle Inch without ſecuring ſcve- 
ral Modes, and, by vertue of a Power they 
have been always in poſſeſſion of, cloſe con- 
fining them, as their own Properties, and as 
ſo many real Beings, even to all the different 
and capricious Diſpoſitions of every, be it 
never ſo inſignificant, a Subſtance. Now do 
you think B could bear, tho there's no help _ 
for it, to ſee his dear Modes (all no Beings as 1 
they are) to be thus zreated? — nfl 
Conſidering then B—'s Cafe, I with we 5 = 
could let his Beings paſs for viſonary, but 6 
Viſion conſtantly preſuppoſing Reality, this MT 
cam t be done, till the World turns Materi- e 
fot; 1 ; alijt 
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. 
aliſt and is brought to entertain (and there can 
never be any juſt reaſon for this) as irrational 
Sentiments of God and another State, as the 
preſent. Materialiſis themſelves, Which it 
ought to do, (if his Reaſonings were Yiſions 
or what he calls viſionary eings truly ſuch), 
for obtruding upon us, for Realities, = 
Heaps of Abſurdities and Contradictions, 
and the Fraternity he's of, muſt hecke 
aſſent or pretend to aſſent to, to act conſiſtent. 
ly with what they themſelves call theif Prin- 
ciples, or ela and obſtinately, after 
fair Conviction, perſiſt in their May of 
thinking, contrary to all Evidence and Truth, 
pertinaciæ nullum remedium poſuit Deus. 1 
have frequently obſerved with the learn'd Sir 
Francis Bacon that a ſmattering of Learning 
often makes Atheiſts, but that drinking deep 
ſobers them again and brings them back to 
Reaſon and Religion. 
B. (Except in the folloviinw Syllogiſn ) 
and taking this Syllogiſt's Minor for granted, 
I think the under Syllogiſin is more ela- 
Le: rational, and pertinent than his. 
EF) You ſee B is not yet willing to part 
" his pretended viſionary Beings, he'd 
ſtill rather hugg them than Realities, and it 
muſt be fo in the Road he's got into, for as 
his great maſter Hobbs ſays, when Reaſon 15 
again a Man, a Man will be againſt Reaſon, 


this 
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TP WA. 
This is his State, Are being defenceleſs, 
and therefore againſt Reaſon at leaſt, all his 
Reaſoning hitherto, and Attempt to Argu- 
ment, prove ſuch as I think has been fully 
ſhewn, and the reſt is like to turn out no bet- 
ter, ſuch a ſworn Enemy is good Mr. B. to 
all SubRence and Reality, and therefore to all 
Regin and Truth, as will appear by bis laſt 
pretended Syllagiſn, when it comes to be 
tried for twill then be found neither Subſlan- 
ce nor Mode, having neither Matter nor Form, 
being neither in Mood nor Figure (except the 


2 Figure, Infidelity, miſtaken for 
Hree- thinking, now deſervedly makes in the 
[2 intellectual | orld). deſtitute ; therefore ; of 
| eyery PORT of, a true Sy/logi/m, as far 
às he's concern'd in it (for the ſecond Propo- 
ſition is one of my Minors, true in itſelf, but 
wholly e by him) and conſequently 
can neither be concluſive, rational, nor petti- 
nent; tho had it been all three, I would fain 
knam why, even then, it. ſhould be more 
concluſive than mine, mine being in good 
Forms Why more rational, mine being 
true z; or why more pertinent, mine directly 
proving its Point ? ET ED „ 
But: now tis high Time to examine what 
EZ 15 $:qiter'd as a Syllogi/imn. | : 5 1 | . 
After taking then for granted my Minor, Wa | 


which he before, without the leaſt Founda- | 
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3 (24 ) 
tion, as has been already ſeen, call'd ſophiſ- 
tical, defective and lame, B 3 to lay 
down his own Syltogiſm, 

B. viz. A mathematical Point i is unexten- 
ded, | 
Thought i is unextended; 
_ Therefore Thought is a mathematical Print. 
IL. Tis worth obſerving here how fond a 


2 Materialift would always be of laying hold 
of every Handle, at any rate, to change Matter 


into : irit, and vice verſa, Spirit into Mat- 
ter; tho! if you'll take their Words for it, 
they el Nothing no not their own Ex- 


 #/ence, but by the irreſiſtable Force of pure 


Demonſtration, but 1 am afraid they are 
moſtly content with the bare Sound, ſeldom 
or never purſuing the Ting. 

As to the Argument itſelf, I fay. 
Firſt, *tis not in Form, the ro firſt Pro- 
pofitions being particular; from which (ac- 
cording to all Rules of juſt reaſoning) nothing 
can be truly concluded, as is eaſily demonſtra- 
1 

Secondly, becauſe neither of the Premiſes 
proves its Concluſion to be contain di in the 
other. 

Next, tho I am not ignorant of what has 
been nid by Mathematicians on the Head of 


this Point, againſt BI thus prove the Mat- 


ter of this drgament as far as tis his, to be 
falſe, 


* 
4 


„ 
falſe, to wit, that a mathematical Point is not 
unextended, but in Imagination; and therefore 
Thought no way prov'd by him a mathemati- 
cal Point; and what more have we here for 
his Concluſion, than his bare %% dixit? 
| Wherefore it may be juſtly denied with 
the ſame Air and Facility 'tis affirm'd; how- 
ever, as I prefer reaſoning to dogmatizing, 
here's a Syllogiſm to prove what I propoſed. 
Nothing is unextended but A Spirit, or a Mode 
Spirit, 

A mathematical Point is Wee 5 pirit, 
nor a Mode of Spirit, . 

Therefore a mathematical Point is not un- 
extended, _ 

His ſecond Propoſition I before 19 81 to 
be the Minor of one of my Syllogiſms, and 
I ought to be allow'd to look upon it as true, 
having, I think, prov'd it ſuch, till B ſhews 
any Error, either in it, or in the Proof pro- 
duc'd to eſtablifh it. 

Wherefore I'll now proceed to ſhew (ex 
abundanti) the Falſhood of his Argument, 
both as to Matter and Form, after another 
Method, to wit, by ſome Parallel Propoſi- 
tions, ( which may be juſtly rank'd in the 
loweſt Claſs of Sophiſtry) * Examples ſome- 
times inſtruct better than Preceprs. 

Take then a few Parallel Sophiſius (and 
it were caſy to bring any N. umber) but ac- 
cording 
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cording g to the Rule, er pede. Herculem or ex | 


ungue Leonem, here's enough of them to dif. 


cover B—'s uncommon Knowledge in the 
Syllogiſ/ick Art, as well as his deep Inſpec- 
tion into the Natyre of Things.. 


Fil juſt mention B--'s Argument here, . 
that the Paralle] thereby b * e d 
at e Caſt of the EY. 

B. Syllogiſm. 
A mathematical Point is unextended, 

Thought is -unextended, - 1 

| Therefore Thought is a mathematical Point. | 
I. Parallel. ma 
A Sphere is . 
A Nyadrangle is extended, _ 
; Las fore a eee ts a Flere 
„„ 6 
25 Ged? is Spirit, 
4 The Devil is a Spirit, 5 
Therefore the Devil is 1 
3d. Par. 
88 is 4 Vice, 
| Drunkeneſs is a Vice, TP” 
T Heng ore Drunkeneſs i is Sweari . 
LEE 
1 . bett was alive, 
Balaam's Aſs was alive, 


Therefore Balaam!'s Aſs * Was Ariſtoll. ; 
tb. Par. 


8. 


: — LH Gs 
—— 


an 


tical Points being une tended (tho I have 
demonſtrated tis not) and from  Though''s: 
being unextended, it would follow: that 
Thought woas a mathematical Point, it muſt. 
likewiſe follow, from the Premiſes of the a- 
bove Sophi/ms, that a Qyadrangle is a Sphere, 
the Devil God, that Drunkeneſs is Swear ing, 
that Balaam : Aſs was Ariſtotle, and even 
that B.- is a profound Philoſopher. 
I had almoſt forgot to tell you that theſe 
Sophi/ſms have one Advantage above B--'s, as 
to their Matter, viz. that their Premiſſos are 
all true, tho" they are out of Form, as well as 
his, as is eaſily ſeen at the brit Glance. 

Buy this you may perceive, Sir, what 
ſtrange Conſequences a Man may be driven 
to for Want of a little S in Logick; and 
that between fuch ſort of Reaſoning as 
his, or ſuch Sophiſms and true Syllog iſin, there's 
_ atleaſt as much Difference, as there isbetween 
true Wit and Punning, ſtrict Demonſtration, 
and a Feſt for all Argument. 
Hence alſo you fee, that tis not out of 
any high Opinion I have of, or any other 
Delight I take in, ſuch Tri/les, that J have 
produc'd theſe few home Inſtances, but 
chiefly to ſhew the World my reſpe7/ 
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Willingneſs to anſwer any the leaſt of your 
Deſires, perſuaded, they always have ſome- 
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thing laudable | in View... 
B. So, Sir, believing I haye tid your 
Patience with & yllogiſtical Gibberiſh, 1 &c. 
I. I am ſure, Sir, B has not tir'd your 


Patience with one true Syllogi/m of his ma- 
king, but you are the beſt Judge how far you 
can bear his Gzbberiſh, 


Nothing, you know, is more common than 
for Perſons wholly ignorant of Logick to 


brand that noble Science, or one of its . . 
the Syllogiſtick Art, ſcoffingly and with an 


Air of unwarrantable Authority, by the 
Name of ſyllogiſtical Gibberiſb, or ſome ſuch 
contemptible Title, it being much eaſier to 
deſpiſe, or affe& to deſpiſe, any Science (for 
this coſts nothing) than to attain it; but the 
worſt on't is, Nelgier, (all facred as it 1s) 

meets with as little Reſpect as Logic, from a 
certain Set. of Gentlemen B ſeems not unac- 
quainted with, tho the beſt on't is, they 


have as little Reaſon as. Piety; ; tho' this PI frec- 


ly grant, that all human Reaſonings would 
deſerve no better Name than that of Gibbe- 
riſh, did it any way reſemble what B calls 


his conluſive, rational and pertinent . 


in ſuch a Caſe indeed, you muſt needs 
have Provocation enough to be tir'd of G7 


en 580. all B--s a Mus len oh 
0 


7 
of this Stamp, and his other Attempts to 
Reaſon no better, for Want, I think, of true 
Principles, and ſome Knowledge in Logicł. 


One muſt be allow d to 


ſpeak plain in the 
Cauſe of Truth. 


1 am, with Reſpeft 5 Sir, 
your obliged bumble 


ervant, L. 
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